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Massachusetts Association for Floodplain Management (massFM)  

We educate, promote, & inform on practices related to floodplain management. 

We welcome and encourage readers to send us notices of training and other events, 

articles or other contributions to share with others in our community. 

Please visit our website at www.massFM.org for additional articles and resources, to 

sign up to receive future editions via email. 

Contact:  massfloodplain@gmail.com 

massFM Kickoff Tour: Springfield 
Written by Noah Slovin, CFM 

On April 11th massFM held its second public event, a training and networking event in downtown 

Springfield. Thirty-eight in-person attendees (plus a few online participants) came to learn with and 

meet one-another, and to be a part of the 

massFM community.  

The event began with four training sessions.  

Scott Jackson, UMass Extension Associate 

Professor, described aspects of road-stream 

crossings design that impact their risks from 

flooding and suitability for ecological connec-

tivity.  He also introduced attendees to the 

Stream Crossings Explorer online tool to 

guide decision-makers working to upgrade 

these crossings (sce.ecosheds.org).  

Eric Carlson of the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (MA DCR) gave an 

overview of “substantial improvement” regulations and guidance, explaining how market-value deter-

minations and cost-of-work valuations are made.  

Continued on Page 2 
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Mass FM Kickoff Tour: Springfield Event 
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Joy Duperault, the State Floodplain Manager, 

explained the post-disaster responsibilities of 

local floodplain administrators; these include 

pre-planning, documentation of high water 

marks, substantial damage determination, and 

interfacing with FEMA and citizens.   

In the final session, Christine Hatch, UMass 

Extension Associate Professor, led the group 

in an interactive demonstration of fluvial-

geomorphology and flood risk management 

using Riversmart “flume table.” Participants 

literally got their hands dirty designing a model 

community and watching how flowing water 

causes streams to evolve over time.  You 

can visit www.geo.umass.edu/riversmart/ to learn more. The presentations are available on the 

massFM website.  All CFMs who attended the event in person earned three continuing education 

credits. 

Following the trainings, members of the interim massFM board introduced themselves and the 
massFM organization.   

They described the massFM vision, mission, and charter, and how each was developed.  Some of 

the other initiatives of the organization, such as the website and newsletter, were presented.  Ac-

complishments over the last few months (filing with the Commonwealth to become a nonprofit or-

ganization) and next steps (applying to the national Association of State Floodplain Managers 

(ASFPM) to become an official state chapter) were laid out. 

Following the presentations, food was brought out and the floodplain management professionals 

and practitioners had a chance to exchange ideas, inspiration, and contact information. Consult-

ants, municipal staff, academics, state employees, and non-profit workers from across much of the 

state were all represented, bringing a variety of insights and experiences to the room.  

massFM looks forward to more oppor-

tunities to bring together people who 

are passionate about protecting our 

communities and our waterways. Keep 

an eye out for more events to come! 

And thank you to everyone who made 

it out.  You’re a part of history! 

Noah Slovin is an Environmental Planner at Milone & MacBroom, Inc. 

Stay tuned as the massFM Kickoff 

Tour continues this fall!  

Next stop —> Lowell, MA 

Christine Hatch and her Riversmart “flume table” 

http://www.geo.umass.edu/riversmart/
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Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities 

Written by Joy Duperault 

The Disaster Recovery Reform Act (DRRA) en-

dured numerous legislative changes this past 

year, including the formation of a brand new 

FEMA mitigation grant program called “Building 

Resilient Infrastructure & Communities,” AKA 

BRIC.  Under DRRA 1234, this new and ex-

panded mitigation grant program will replace 

the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) Program in 

2020. (Which means there’ll be one last round 

of PDM grants funded later this year.) 

The good news is that, unlike the PDM program 

which was funded by Congressional appropria-

tion, the new BRIC program funding will be based upon a percentage of the disaster costs for the 

previous year.  6% to be exact.  So in an “average” year, BRIC funding will most likely run between 

$300M to $500 M, much more than the former PDM which was even zeroed-out one year. 

In a wild and crazy climate-change year like 2017, annual funding could be as high as $3 BILLION 

dollars! 

The basic program goals and processes will probably be much like the PDM program with regard to 

eligible applicants, state “set-aside” amounts for state priorities, and hopefully with some good 

changes such as annual state allocations for planning and mitigation capacity building.  But there 

could be some twists that might prove formidable: the federal Duplication of Programs rule has been 

waived for this program, which means that even if another agency has funding for a big project, 

they’ll be able to dip into this pot if their governor decides that’s what she wants to do.  So those big 

levee systems in Louisiana, for example, could conceivably suck up a huge chunk of change that 

would otherwise have gone for the types of traditional mitigation projects we all know and love—

drainage projects, elevation or acquisition of homes, roads and culverts, and mitigation planning. 

FEMA is accepting your thoughts on this through July 15
th
. To find out more about the program, you 

can go to www.fema.gov/drra-bric.  To offer suggestions and comments, you can file those at FE-

MA’s new IdeaScale platform: https://fema.ideascale.com/a/campaign-home/61112 or by emailing 

your thoughts to buildbric@fema.dhs.gov. 

We hope you’ll take advantage of this opportunity to help put together a thoughtful and effective 

new mitigation program! 

 

Continued on page 4 

http://www.fema.gov/drra-bric
https://fema.ideascale.com/a/campaign-home/61112
mailto:buildbric@fema.dhs.gov
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Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities 

Continued from page 3 

P.S. More good news—DRRA 1206 allows for local communities that have a disaster declaration to 

be reimbursed for the cost of calling in more building inspectors to help with substantial damage de-

terminations post-disaster. FEMA has a way to go to figure out implementation, so stay tuned on this 

one. Also, you can check out ASFPM’s position on this and many other national policies and pro-

grams by visiting https://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=635&firstlevelmenuID=187&siteID=1 

 
Joy is the Director of the Department of Conservation & Recreation Office of  Water Resources’ Flood 
Hazard Management Program, the State National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator & Deputy Hazard 
Mitigation Officer. 

 

Community Rating System Corner 
A Handy Place to Stay Current on CRS Matters 

Written by Shannon Jarbeau, CFM 

Elevation Certificates are a critical part of participation in the Community Rating System. Collecting 

Elevation Certificates (ECs) from all new and substantially improved construction is a requirement 

of participation on the CRS, starting from the time the community joins the program. ECs not only 

help a community meet the requirement of keeping final as-built elevations on file, but they also 

help with flood insurance. 

ECs for new and substantially improved construction must be submitted to the CRS program each 

year with the annual recertification. At the 5-year Cycle Visit, the ECs will be reviewed for credit. At 

this time, the ECs must be 90% correct in order for the community to remain in the program. How-

ever, the CRS program makes this as easy as possible for communities: each year when the recer-

tifications are complete, the community receives a spreadsheet indicating what needs to be fixed, if 

anything, on each EC. Fixing these errors on an annual basis helps to ensure success at the time 

of the 5-year review. 

If collecting ECs is new to your community or you need some help staying organized, try making 

copies (digital or hard copy) and place them in a separate EC file. That way you’ll have them all in 

one place. You’ll also need to maintain a spreadsheet of permits for new and substantially improved 

construction (spreadsheet provided by the CRS program). If you set aside completed construction 

ECs and fill out the spreadsheet at the same time, you’re more likely to keep track of those permits 

and the ECs. 

Shannon is the CRS & Floodplain Coordinator for Barnstable County through the Cape Cod Cooperative 
Extension & Woods Hole Sea Grant 

https://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=635&firstlevelmenuID=187&siteID=1
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Mass ECAN (Ecosystem Climate Adaptation Network) 

 

 

If you have any questions or are curious about how your work relates to climate adaptation, please 

visit www.massecan.org or email us at massecan@umass.edu. Mass ECAN is coordinated by 

UMass Extension. 

Save the date! Our third annual Mass ECAN 

conference will be October 29th at the Mt. 

Ida Campus of UMass Amherst in Newton. 

Click on the link to the right later this sum-

mer to register.  Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Click here to register for the third  

Annual Mass ECAN conference on  

October 29, 2019 in Newton, MA 

Mass ECAN is a Massachusetts-based community of practice that 

works at the intersection of climate adaptation, ecosystem resilience 

and natural resources conservation. Mass ECAN has over 250 practi-

tioners and researchers from academia, conservation non-profits, busi-

nesses, and state, federal, regional, and local agencies. The Network's 

short-term goals are to build community, increase knowledge sharing, 

and foster collaboration. Our long-term vision is to weave ecosystem 

resilience and natural resources conservation into climate adaptation 

actions across sectors. Mass ECAN builds community in many ways, 

including through a resource-building monthly newsletter, affiliated ex-

pert work groups, and our annual conference. 

Your Mitigation Minute 
Written by Joe Rossi, ANFI, CFM 

FEMA Building Science Releases Post Michael Recovery, Resilience, & Mitigation Report  

Hurricane Michael flooding and high-winds resulted in extreme damage to all types of 
buildings. FEMA Building Science developed two Recovery Advisories to show lessons on how to 
better design and construct buildings.  The goal is to minimize damage from future storm events.  

Recovery Advisory 1 – Successfully Retrofitting Buildings for Wind Resistance 

This Recovery Advisory provides examples of ineffective wind retrofits, vulnerabilities, and 
guidance on ways to evaluate and mitigate wind risk in our built environment. The guidelines are 
intended to help take lessons from Hurricane Michael with both good and bad best practices.    

Recovery Advisory 2 – Best Practices for Minimizing Wind and Water Infiltration Damage 

This Recovery Advisory provides recommendations to reduce wind and water infiltration damage to 
new and existing residential buildings. The recommendations combine guidance from existing 
FEMA resources, previous hurricane advisories and new recommendations from observations after 
Hurricane Michael. Both documents can be downloaded at the following link:  https://
www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/180337  

Joe is the Chair of the MA Coastal Coalition. 

http://massecan.org/
mailto:massecan@umass.edu
https://www.massecan.org/2019-conference
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNjI3Ljc0NTYwMTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNjI3Ljc0NTYwMTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3NzQ0MiZlbWFpbGlkPWpyb3NzaUBrbm93Zmxvb2Qub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1qcm9z
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTkwNjI3Ljc0NTYwMTEmbWVzc2FnZWlkPU1EQi1QUkQtQlVMLTIwMTkwNjI3Ljc0NTYwMTEmZGF0YWJhc2VpZD0xMDAxJnNlcmlhbD0xNjc3NzQ0MiZlbWFpbGlkPWpyb3NzaUBrbm93Zmxvb2Qub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1qcm9z
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/180337
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/180337

